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confidence of the sea-kings. He was of the lineage of the
ancient Koli monarchs and was the hereditary patil or
lieadman of Gohagad. Potnis offered to Sheikh Yakub
Khan, as the prize of a successful revolution, the command
of the fleet and an ample portion of the Sidis' lands.
Last of all Abdulla's son, Abdul Rahman, who aspired to
oust his father and uncles, fled from Janjira and openly <
asked Potnis for help. The Prabhu Sardar reported his
success to Shahu, who at once summoned Bajirao to Satara.
So excited was the king, that lie began his order with the
words "Do not read this letter. Mount your horse and
then read it " On the arrival of the first minister he and
the king discussed the plan of campaign. Finally Shahu
ordered that the Pratinidhi should take a force into the
Konkan, Afterwards Bajirao and Fatehsing Bhosle would
join him there. Owing to the slowness of the Pratinidhi,
Bajirao and Fatehsing Bhosle were ready to start before
him, In April 1733 they descended the Sahyadris. The
Pratinidhi did not follow them until the end of May.
Hearing that Sidi Masud was about to start for Janjira
with help from Surat, Shahu wrote both to Urnabai Dabhade
and to Damaji Gaikvad and commanded them to seize
Sidi Masud and prevent his sailing. Lastly the king sent
two thousand Mavalis from his own bodyguard to assist
his commanders in the capture of the Sidis' forts. So
anxious, indeed, was Shahu to learn at the earliest the
successes of his captains, that he had a line of ^runners
posted between their camp and the capital. In this way
he daily received their despatches.

But in spite of the ardour of the king, the royal forces
achieved nothing commensurate with his hopes and
preparations, Yashwantrao Dabhade and the Gaikvads
refused to take any part in the campaign, Prom the first
Bajirao showed little interest in the expedition, which he
thought a waste of time and money. The Pratinidhi sulked

1 ''Falra-na-vachanen    Ghodyavai   basanen, mag i>atra  rarhancn" (Tliyasat,
iol,IL, p 271).
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